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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda item 148
Financing of the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals in
particular on the Revised budget for the biennium 2018-2019.

At the outset the African Group aligns itself with the remarks just delivered by
the distinguished representative of Egypt on behalf of the Group of 77 and China and
we have few additional comments to add.

The African Group wishes to thank Mr. Pedro Guazo, Officer in the Charge
Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts, for introducing the Secretary

General's report contained in document A/72/813 and Corr. 1 and Mr. Carlos Ruiz

Massieu, the Chair of the Advisory Committee for introducing the Committee's
related report contained in document A/72/813.

Allow me, to reiterate the importance the African Group attaches to the work

of the Mechanism and stress that the need for allocation of adequate resources to the

ensure  efficient and effective delivery of  given mandate. Consideration of the
revised budget proposal for the Mechanism form part of our major interests in this
session.

Mr. Chairman,

The Group has taken note with concern that , conclusions and

recommendations of the Advisory Committee that lead to the alocation of
commitment authority in an amount not to exceed 88 million dollars for the

maintenance of the Mechanism for a period of one-year from 1 January to 31

December 2018 was a measure which did not provide adequate assurance of resource

availability for Mechanism to deliver given mandate.

We are concerned to note that planned operational and judicial activities of the

Mechanism actuallly outstripped the amount committed thereby straining the entity
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and distablizing it from carrying out all the mandated functions, including trials,
appeals and other operational elements which are supposed to follow a fimeline. The
Group wishes to commend the Mechanism for tremendous efforts in continuing to

implement the scheduled activities despite of the identified challenges and resources
constraints and unpredictability.

Mr. Chairman,

The African Group is appreciative of the efforts made by Secretary-General in
submitting the revised proposal in the amount of 183.97 million dollars during this
second resumed part of our session. It is worth noting that the current proposal which

14.8 per-cent reduction of the original submission something that the Group will
examine closely.

We have taken note that a number of key elements including staffing elements

at the Director level presented in the earlier proposal are not included in the current
submission and we will be interested to lean how the existing functions  at the

director level are going to be performed.

The Group will present specific proposals to address the identified gaps so as
to ensure that the Mechanism function properly and has required room of delegations

authority and that bureaucratic and delays in the implementing functions in the
support and operational areas such as finance, procurement and administration are

addressed.

Mr. Chairman,

Turning to the specific comments of the Advisory Committee, the African
Group would like to express our serious concern on the unjustified recommendations
for the resource reduction on the key elements for mandate delivery related to training

for staff, consultancy, air travel and maintenance of facilities and infrastructure. We

are surprised on proposed of these strange reduction which comes after a deep
resource adjustment by the Mechanism in the context of the so called "cost reduction
plan".

The African Group will be interested to learn in details rationale for the
ACABQ recommendations as well as other elements including on procurement,

consultancies, recruitments, the question of shared-service and other human resources
elements and how the Mechanism is supporting Special Residual Court of Sierra
Leone in line with mandate given under Section III paragraph 6 of General Assembly
resolution 71/272 A.

In conclusion, the African Group shall examine the proposal before us and
participate constructively in the informal deliberation with a view to reach concrete
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outcome in a timely manner taking into accotmt a heavy work load before the
Committee.

Mr. Chairman, I thank you.
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